


Until 4 February

The Charity That 
Began At Home
�)�`���:�[���1�V�O�U���/�H�U�R�P�U
�+�P�Y�L�J�[�L�K���I�`���(�\�Y�P�V�S���:�T�P�[�O

8 Feb–10 March

Muswell Hill
�(���U�L�^���W�S�H�`���I�`���;�V�Y�I�L�U���)�L�[�[�Z
�+�P�Y�L�J�[�L�K���I�`���:�H�T���>�H�S�[�L�Y�Z

14 Mar–21 April 

Play House & 
Definitely the Bahamas
�)�`���4�H�Y�[�P�U���*�Y�P�T�W

13–30 June

Directors Showcase 
Double Bill

orangetreetheatre.co.uk

TICKET PRICES  
Mon eve, Sat mat, Previews  £14 (£12 concs) 
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WAYS TO SAVE
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Artistic Director Sam Walters   Administrative Director Gillian Thorpe

PLEASE NOTE THAT LATECOMERS CANNOT 
BE ADMITTED TO THE THEATRE BUILDINGNO BOOKING FEE

Written in 1923, this play by the author of Mary Broome, which 
was such a success last year, is set in a military family on the eve 
of the outbreak of the First World War.

As the war approaches, the family is torn by the differing attitudes 
�W�R���W�K�H���F�R�P�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�ñ���L�F�W�����&�R�Q�V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�R�X�V���R�E�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���Z�D�U���D�U�H���Q�R�W��
easy principles to espouse at such a time and in such a family.

‘Those that we call traitors may be the heroes – the men of 
conscience and ideals. It’s my work to look into men’s souls. 
It’s truth I want, not this blatant simplicity. We are to be all one 
now. What a time! The day of the cheap patriot has come.’

A powerful and moving play by an author the Orange 
Tree is proud to have ‘re-discovered’. Like Mary Broome, 
The Conquering Hero is directed by Auriol Smith.

Monday – Saturday 7.45pm, Saturday matinees 3pm
Thur matinees + post-show discussion 2.30pm: 26 Apr, 3 May
Tue matinees + post-show discussion 2.30pm: 8, 15, 22, 29 May
Audio-described performances: Sat 5 May 3pm, Tue 8 May 7.45pm

SATURDAY SEMINAR�!���������4�H�`�������������D�P���ò���:�D�U���D�Q�G���3�D�F�L�ð���V�P

When burglar Bill Bludgeon 
decides to break into Mrs 
Maxwell’s house he meets 
his match – a feisty schoolgirl 
with a hockey stick. The 
burglar’s true identity is 
unravelled and the notion of 
‘good Christianity’ is tested. 
The Burglar Who Failed, by 
the author of The Charity 
that Began at Home, will be 
accompanied by a short play 
written in response to it by a 
member of the Orange Tree 
Theatre’s writers’ group.

‘I even got into this train...
walked down the aisle… 
searching you out.’ 
Lula, a beautiful white woman, 
walks into a train carriage eating 
an apple. She goads Clay, a 
naïve black student, and they 
quickly establish a sexually 
charged rapport. However the 
situation deteriorates as Lula 
and Clay play out the history of 
their backgrounds within the 
patterns of American life. The 
consequences of this chance 
meeting are catastrophic.  

SPECIAL PRICE: 
�;�P�J�R�L�[�Z���‰���������‰�������J�V�U�J�L�Z�Z�P�V�U�Z�������;�\�L�Z�K�H�`���T�H�[�P�U�L�L�Z���‰� 

Monday – Saturday 7.45pm, Saturday matinees 3pm
Tue matinees + post-show discussion 2.30pm: 19, 26 June
Audio-described performance: Sat 23 June 3pm

The Burglar Who 
Failed
by St. John Hankin
Directed by Karima Setohy
 

Dutchman
By Amiri Baraka
Directed by Polina Kalinina
 

25 April–9 June

The Conquering 
Hero
�)�`���(�S�S�H�U���4�V�U�R�O�V�\�Z�L
�+�P�Y�L�J�[�L�K���I�`���(�\�Y�P�V�S���:�T�P�[�O

Sex, work, pregnancy, madness, parents, 
weird neighbours, cleaning the fridge and 
dancing – Play House (2011) tells the story, 
in 13 bravura scenes, of a young couple’s 
attempts to set up home.

In �+�L�Ä���U�P�[�L�S�`���[�O�L���)�H�O�H�T�H�Z (1987) – with its 
unsettling mix of comedy and unbearable 
truth – Frank and Milly relish the visits of 
Michael, their charming and incredibly 
successful only child. But what exactly is 
his relationship to the young student living 
in their house? Originally produced by BBC 
Radio 3, then staged at the Orange Tree, 
directed by Alec McCowen, this is one of 
�W�K�H���ð���U�V�W���S�O�D�\�V���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H���F�D�Q���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�V�H��
Martin Crimp’s distinctive voice.

�$�V���W�K�H���ð���U�V�W���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V���R�I���&�U�L�P�S�â�V���Z�R�U�N��
for the theatre, we are delighted to bring 
together one of his earliest plays with a 
completely new one, specially written for 
our 40th anniversary.

This double bill is directed by Martin Crimp.

It is a house party with a difference.
Lady Denison has learned the lesson 
preached by Mr Hylton, the founder 
of the Church of Humanity, that ‘false 
hospitality is inviting people because 
you like them. True hospitality is 
inviting them because they’d like to 
be asked.’ And although her daughter 
is of the same mind, she has a sister 
who thinks very differently.

This delightful 1905 comedy is the 
third play by St. John Hankin we 
have presented and follows the huge 
success of The Return of the Prodigal  
and The Cassilis Engagement.

Monday – Saturday 7.45pm, Saturday matinees 3pm
Thur matinees + post-show discussion 2.30pm: 5, 12, 19, 26 Jan
Audio-described performances: Sat 14 Jan 3pm, Tue 17 Jan 7.45pm

�+�H�U�H���L�V���W�K�H���E�U�R�F�K�X�U�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���ð���U�V�W���K�D�O�I���R�I������������
�$�Q�G���Z�H���K�R�S�H���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���ð���Q�G���L�W���I�X�O�O���R�I���J�U�H�D�W���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\�����L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W����
stimulation and humour. 

Firstly The Charity that Began at Home continues until 
4 February. If you have not seen it, book now.

This delightful re-discovery is followed by two new plays.
Muswell Hill���L�V���K�R�W���R�I�I���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�V���I�U�R�P���7�R�U�E�H�Q���%�H�W�W�V���D�Q�G���ð���Q�G�V��
this exciting writer is at the top of his form. Play House is 
a new play by Martin Crimp and plays with �+�L�Ä���U�P�[�L�S�`���[�O�L��
Bahamas�����U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�W�V���ð���U�V�W���8�.���U�H�Y�L�Y�D�O���V�L�Q�F�H���L�W�V���2�U�D�Q�J�H���7�U�H�H��
�S�U�H�P�L�H�U�H�����0�D�U�W�L�Q���&�U�L�P�S�����Z�K�R���K�D�G���K�L�V���ð���U�V�W���V�L�[���S�O�D�\�V���S�U�R�G�X�F�H�G��
at the Orange Tree, is now a playwright of international 
renown.

The great success of Mary Broome stimulated us to follow 
it with the same author’s The Conquering Hero, in which 
Allan Monkhouse deals with the onset of the First World War 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�V�V�X�H�V���R�I���S�D�F�L�ð���V�P���D�Q�G���S�D�W�U�L�R�W�L�V�P��
 
These three main productions will be followed by our 
trainee directors’ showcase double bill, in which new plays 
rub shoulders with those from the past. The Burglar Who 
Failed, a delightful short play by St John Hankin, author of 
The Charity that Began at Home, will be accompanied by 
a new short play from our new writers group in a double bill 
with Dutchman, a truly explosive 1964 play by the American 
writer Amiri Baraka (LeRoi Jones). Three plays for the price 
of two!
 
There will then be two special productions – each for one 
week only.

�7�K�H���ð���U�V�W���Z�H�H�N���L�Q���-�X�O�\���V�H�H�V���X�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D���Y�L�V�L�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���'�X�N�H�â�V��
Theatre, Lancaster with their highly successful production 
Sabbat, written to mark the 400th anniversary of the burning 
of the witches of Pendle.

The season will end with Mottled Lines by Archie Williams 
Maddocks. This is a new play by another young writer in 
our writers group and originally written as a ‘response’ to 
Havel’s The Conspirators. It was as member of our writers 
�J�U�R�X�S���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V���W�K�D�W���0�D�U�W�L�Q���&�U�L�P�S���Z�U�R�W�H���K�L�V���ð���U�V�W���2�U�D�Q�J�H��
Tree play.
 
Please note that because of our summer Primary 
Shakespeare project some of the midweek matinees from 
8 May are on Tuesdays and not Thursdays, and that Sabbat 
and Mottled Lines open with a Tuesday matinee.
 

SAM WALTERS 

One night in January 2010 an earthquake in Haiti leaves 
around a hundred thousand people dead and almost two 
million homeless. Meanwhile, somewhere in a leafy north 
London suburb, a group of six individuals convene over 
�D�Y�R�F�D�G�R���D�Q�G���S�U�D�Z�Q�V�����I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���P�R�Q�N�ð���V�K���V�W�H�Z�����7�K�H�\��
struggle with worries over their mortgages, their mobile phone 
tariffs, their Facebook friends, their careers, their love lives, 
their diets, their holiday plans and whether or not any of them 
will be able to make any lasting impression on history.

Muswell Hill, another comedy of acute social embarrassment 
from this award-winning playwright, is the third of Torben 
Betts’ plays to be premiered at the Orange Tree.
‘Torben Betts is one of the most exciting theatre writing 
talents I have come across in many a year’ Alan Ayckbourn

Monday – Saturday 7.45pm, Saturday matinees 3pm
Thur matinees + post-show discussion 2.30pm: 9, 16, 23 Feb; 1 Mar
Audio-described performances: Tue 21 Feb 7.45pm, Sat 25 Feb 3pm INFORMATION CORRECT AT TIME 

OF GOING TO PRINT.
PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BROCHURE.
CHARITY NUMBER 266128

�+�L�Z�P�N�U���:�H�T���+�V�^�Z�V�U
�3�P�N�O�[�P�U�N���+�L�Z�P�N�U���1�V�O�U���/�H�Y�Y�P�Z

Monday – Saturday 7.45pm, Saturday matinees 3pm
Thur matinees + post-show discussion 2.30pm: 15, 22, 29 Mar; 5, 12 Apr
Audio-described performances: Tue 27 Mar 7.45pm, Sat 31 Mar 3pm

SATURDAY SEMINAR�!���������(�W�Y�P�S 12pm–1.30pm 
Martin Crimp in conversation with Aleks Sierz
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